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VERMONT STATUTES  

 
TITLE ONE.  GENERAL PROVISIONS  

 
CHAPTER 5.  COMMON LAW; GENERAL RIGHTS  

 
SUBCHAPTER 3.  ACCESS TO PUBLIC RECORDS  

 
1 V.S.A. §  317   

 
§  317. Definitions; public agency; public records and documents  
 
   (a) As used in this subchapter, "public agency" or "agency" means any agency, 
board, department, commission, committee, branch, instrumentality or authority 
of the state or any agency, board, committee, department, branch, 
instrumentality, commission or authority of any political subdivision of the 
state.  

(b) As used in this subchapter, "public record" or "public document" means 
all papers, documents, machine readable materials or any other written or 
recorded matters, regardless of their physical form or characteristics, that are 
produced or acquired in the course of agency business. Individual salaries and 
benefits of and salary schedules relating to elected or appointed officials and 
employees of public agencies shall not be exempt from public inspection and 
copying.  

(c) The following public records are exempt from public inspection and 
copying:  

<...> 

   (19) records relating to the identity of library patrons or the identity 
of library patrons in regard to the circulation of library materials. 
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   (22) any documents filed, received, or maintained by the agency of 
commerce and community development with regard to administration of 32 V.S.A. 
chapter 151, subchapters 11C and 11D (new jobs tax credit; manufacturer's tax 
credit), except that all such documents shall become public records under this 
section subchapter when a tax credit certification has been granted by the 
secretary of administration, and provided that the disclosure of such documents 
does not otherwise violate any provision of Title 32.  

   (23) any data, records or information developed, discovered, collected or 
received by or on behalf of faculty, staff, employees or students of the 
University of Vermont or the Vermont state colleges in the conduct of study, 
research or creative efforts on medical, scientific, technical, scholarly or 
artistic matters, whether such activities are sponsored alone by the institution 
or in conjunction with a governmental body or private entity, until such data, 
records or information are published, disclosed in an issued patent or publicly 
released by the institution or its authorized agents. This subdivision applies 
to, but is not limited to, research notes and laboratory notebooks, lecture 
notes, manuscripts, creative works, correspondence, research proposals and 
agreements, methodologies, protocols, and the identities of or any personally 
identifiable information about participants in research.  

   (24) records of, or internal materials prepared for, the deliberations of 
any public agency acting in a judicial or quasi-judicial capacity.  

   (25) passwords, access codes, user identifications, security procedures 
and similar information the disclosure of which would threaten the safety of 
persons or the security of public property.  

   (26) Information and records provided to the department of banking, 
insurance, securities, and health care administration by an individual for the 
purposes of having the department assist that individual in resolving a dispute 
with any person or company regulated by the department, and any information or 
records provided by a company or any other person in connection with the 
individual's dispute.  

   (27) Information and records provided to the department of public service 
by an individual for the purposes of having the department assist that 
individual in resolving a dispute with a utility regulated by the department, or 
by the utility or any other person in connection with the individual's dispute.  

   (28) records of, and internal materials prepared for, independent external 
reviews of health care service decisions pursuant to 8 V.S.A. §  4089f. 

   (29) the records in the custody of the secretary of state of a participant 
in the address confidentiality program described in chapter 21, subchapter 3 of 
Title 15, except as provided in that subchapter.   
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