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WYOMING STATUTES  
 

TITLE 16.  CITY, COUNTY, STATE AND LOCAL POWERS  
 

CHAPTER 4.  UNIFORM MUNICIPAL FISCAL PROCEDURES; PUBLIC RECORDS, DOCUMENTS AND 
MEETINGS  

 
ARTICLE 2.  PUBLIC RECORDS  

 
Wyo. Stat. §  16-4-203   

 
§  16-4-203.  Right of inspection; grounds for denial; access of news media; 
order permitting or restricting disclosure; exception  
 
(a) The custodian of any public records shall allow any person the right of 
inspection of the records or any portion thereof except on one (1) or more of 
the following grounds or as provided in subsection (b) or (d) of this section:  

   (i) The inspection would be contrary to any state statute;  

(ii) The inspection would be contrary to any federal statute or regulation 
issued thereunder having the force and effect of law; or  

(iii) The inspection is prohibited by rules promulgated by the supreme 
court or by the order of any court of record.  

(b) The custodian may deny the right of inspection of the following records, 
unless otherwise provided by law, on the ground that disclosure to the applicant 
would be contrary to the public interest:  

(i) Records of investigations conducted by, or of intelligence information or 
security procedures of, any sheriff, county attorney, city attorney, the 
attorney general, the state auditor, police department or any investigatory 
files compiled for any other law enforcement or prosecution purposes;  

(ii) Test questions, scoring keys and other examination data pertaining to 
administration of a licensing examination and examination for employment or 
academic examination. Written promotional examinations and the scores or 
results thereof shall be available for inspection, but not copying or 
reproduction, by the person in interest after the examination has been 
conducted and graded;  

(iii) The specific details of bona fide research projects being conducted by 
a state institution;  

(iv) Except as otherwise provided by Wyoming statutes or for the owner of the 
property, the contents of real estate appraisals made for the state or a 
political subdivision thereof, relative to the acquisition of property or any 
interest in property for public use, until such time as title of the property 
or property interest has passed to the state or political subdivision. The 
contents of the appraisal shall be available to the owner of the property or 
property interest at any time;  

(v) Interagency or intraagency memoranda or letters which would not be 
available by law to a private party in litigation with the agency.  

(c) If the right of inspection of any record falling within any of the 
classifications listed in this section is allowed to any officer or employee of 
any newspaper, radio station, television station or other person or agency in 
the business of public dissemination of news or current events, it may be 
allowed to all news media.  

(d) The custodian shall deny the right of inspection of the following 
records, unless otherwise provided by law:  

   <...>  
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(ix) Library circulation and registration records except as required for 
administration of the library or except as requested by a custodial parent 
or guardian to inspect the records of his minor child. 

  

(e) If the custodian denies access to any public record, the applicant may 
request a written statement of the grounds for the denial. The statement shall 
cite the law or regulation under which access is denied and shall be furnished 
to the applicant.  

(f) Any person denied the right to inspect any record covered by this act may 
apply to the district court of the district wherein the record is found for any 
order directing the custodian of the record to show cause why he should not 
permit the inspection of the record.  

(g) If, in the opinion of the official custodian of any public record, 
disclosure of the contents of the record would do substantial injury to the 
public interest, notwithstanding the fact that the record might otherwise be 
available to public inspection, he may apply to the district court of the 
district in which the record is located for an order permitting him to restrict 
disclosure. After hearing, the court may issue an order upon a finding that 
disclosure would cause substantial injury to the public interest. The person 
seeking permission to examine the record shall have notice of the hearing served 
upon him in the manner provided for service of process by the Wyoming Rules of 
Civil Procedure and has the right to appear and be heard.  

(h) Notwithstanding any other provision of this section, the following applies 
to the Wyoming natural diversity database located at the University of Wyoming 
and any report prepared by the custodian from that database:  

(i) The custodian may charge a reasonable fee for searching the database and 
preparing a report from that database information. The interpretation of the 
database in a report shall not contain recommendations for restrictions on 
any public or private land use;  

(ii) The custodian shall allow the inspection of all records in the database 
at a level of spatial precision equal to the township, but at no more precise 
level;  

(iii) Research reports prepared by the custodian funded completely from 
nonstate sources are subject to paragraph (b)(iii) of this section;  

(iv) Any record contained in the database pertaining to private land shall 
not be released by the University of Wyoming without the prior written 
consent of the landowner. Nothing in this paragraph prohibits the release of 
any information which would otherwise be available from any other information 
source available to the public if the original source is cited.   
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