MLA Youth Services Section – September 8, 2011
 Meeting Minutes - Burlington Public Library, Burlington, MA
Attendance – Molly Collins (YSS Chair – Burlington), Carol Geary (Secretary - Sutton), Meg Anastasi (Springfield), Erin Daly (Chicopee), Robin Brenner (Brookline), Sharon Colvin (Vice-Chair - Chelmsford), Clayton Cheever (Past-Chair - Boston), Peter Struzziero (Scituate), Jessica Lamarre (Pembroke), Gina Lipkin (Langley-Adams), Jan Hagman (Billerica), Hermayne Gordon (Rowley), Nancy Sheehan (Wakefield), Beth Kerrigan (Andover), Kathy Moran-Wallace (Methuen), Daryl Mark (Cambridge), Barbara Raab (Wilmington), Nancy Boutet (Westford), Erin Daly (Chicopee), Sarah Sogigian (MLS,  MLA conference co-chair), Noelle Boc (Tewksbury), Meg Malone (Randolph), Kim Claire (Hamilton-Wenham), Anne Hrobsky (Worcester), Shelley Mastalerz (Burlington)
Minutes June 7 – approved

Ground Rules – Ground rules for YSS meetings were discussed including sticking to the agenda, avoiding using acronyms, no side conversations and keeping conversations timely. Posting the agenda before meetings was also discussed as was using the YSS wiki for brainstorming prior to meetings. Having a suggestion form on the YSS site was also suggested.
 Children’s Standards - A YSS sub-committee will work on this and work will be done through a wiki so there can be virtual participation. There are about a dozen participants on the committee. The project should be completed to present at the MLA conference next spring.

MLA Executive Committee/Budget Update – YSS made a report to the executive committee that met in Weston in September.
Goals and Mission of YSS – There was discussion of the goals and mission of YSS and its role in “promoting library service, profession and standards”.  It was discussed adding the term “support” and figuring out ways to achieve the idea of supporting youth services work in libraries. Helping librarians to implement the standards in their libraries was a stated goal. Also discussed was the way the YSS site could be used to showcase items like booklists and program lists.
YSS conference liaison report (Carol Geary) – The theme for the MLA annual conference in May 2012 will be “Book to the Future”. Tentative plans are for the conference to be at the DCU Center in Worcester. The conference committee is requesting that at least one program from each section involves “The future of libraries and librarianship”, so for YSS the future of youth services would be one topic. The conference committee is requesting proposals from each section and the conference co-chair for programming will make the final program determinations as scheduling at the conference allows, as this will be a two-day conference.  Robin Brenner will coordinate gathering proposals for YSS programs at the conference.

Children’s Author Program – There was a discussion of the children’s author program in March and choices of authors to present were discussed. There was discussion of having a specific theme for the program and adding a presenter on literacy, as well as an author, present.

Future Meeting Schedule – The next meeting will be in Chicopee on November 3 at 10:00 AM.

Summer Programming: “Success and Failures” – YSS participants shared ideas about summer reading programs, publicity and presenters. 
Meeting adjourned at 12:10 PM.

Respectfully submitted,

Carol Geary, YSS secretary
