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HARWICH RESIDENT ANNE M. O’BRIEN INDUCTED INTO THE 
MASSACHUSETTS LIBRARY ASSOCIATION HALL OF FAME
Worcester, MA (May 8, 2006) – Anne M. O’Brien of Harwich was inducted to the  Massachusetts Library Association (MLA) Hall of Fame during the organization’s Annual Conference held May 8, 2006 at the Worcester Polytechnic Institute Odeum Auditorium.  This honor is bestowed upon practicing or retired librarians who have made a substantial, sustained contribution to advancing the cause of Massachusetts librarians or librarianship over a career of at least ten years. Inductees' contributions may be in the fields of public service, education, advocacy, mentoring, service to the profession, or other areas. Inductees may work or have worked in school, public, special, or academic libraries, in library education, agencies, or associations. 

Beginning her career as a school librarian, O’Brien moved to the public sphere as Assistant Director of the Memorial Hall Library in Andover before becoming Director of the Pollard Library in Lowell.  She retired on Cape Cod as Director of the Snow Library in Orleans, remaining active in the library community as Trustee of the Harwich Port Library Association.  Throughout her career, O’Brien served on a number of professional committees, becoming President of MLA and President of the Merrimack Valley Library Consortium.  She is a graduate of Brown University and received her MA in Library Science from the University of Rhode Island.
“As Chair of the MLA Legislative Committee and as a member of several state boards, Anne urged the Legislature to pass state library construction funds and fought for pay equity, intellectual freedom and improved public support for libraries,” says Louise Brown, retiree from the Wayland Public Library who nominated O’Brien for the Hall of Fame award.  “A public spirited liberal, Anne was also determined to protect the rights of the disenfranchised and expand access to education and a better life for all citizens.”
MLA introduces between three and five inductees to the Hall of Fame Award during even numbered years at its Annual Conference. Nominations are evaluated by the MLA Public Relations Committee and recommendations to name inductees are approved by the MLA Executive Board.

MLA Hall of Fame Inductees

2006: Joseph Hopkins, Christine Kardokas, Anne M. O’Brien

2004:  Louise Brown, Kim Charlson, Marjorie Judd

2002:  Keith Michael Fiels, Lois Kane, James Matarazzo, Anne Reynolds

2000:  Donna Guerin, Professor Ruth Leonard, Edward J. Montana 

1998:  Maggie Bush, Audrey Friend, Shelley Quezada, Jan Resnick

1996:  Kay Bader, Connie Clancy, Virginia Tashjian
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